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Opening Feb . 5  at the

Frist

T h e  F rist o pen s its  f irst tw o  ex h ib its

o f 2016  
So m eth in g  O ld , So m eth in g  N ew
By LAURA HUTSON @HUTSONLAURA

A R T S  A N D  C U L T U R E »  A R T

he Frist wears the mantle of a  populist art center well —  for

every show of crowd-p leasing historica l art, there 's generally a

slow-burning analog of something weirder. It's like having a

Catb ird  Seat inside a Mas Tacos — although which show is The

Catb ird  Seat and  which is Mas Tacos depends on your perspective and

taste in art. To wit: Friday's openings at the Frist, the first two exhib its

in the 2016 lineup , which are just about as d ifferent as two top-notch

exhib itions can be.

First up  is the principal show, Treasures From the House of Alba, which

might be the Frist's b iggest attraction of the year. More than 130 works

— includ ing masterp ieces of Dutch, Flemish, German, Ita lian and

Spanish art —  are being exhib ited  for the first time outside of Spain,

where they were collected  over the centuries in the palaces of Alba, one

of the most prominent nob le families in the politica l and  cultura l history

of Spain. The duchess of Alba was a frequent sub ject of paintings by

Francisco Goya — Ava Gardner p layed  her in The Naked  Maja, a  1958

film about the a lleged  romance between the two — and  his 1795

portra it "The Duchess of Alba in White" is an exhib ition high point.

Another highlight is Diego Velasquez's "The Infanta Margarita ," a  1653

portra it of the child  who, three years later, would  be the sub ject of his

most celebrated  work, "Las Meninas." The artworks' p rovenance is

superb  — there are even handwritten documents and  maps by

Christopher Columbus. Even patrons who are anti-Columbus Day will

likely be awed by the exp lorer's list of peop le who accompanied  him on

the 1492 "Journey of Discovery." To learn more about the stories

behind  the Alba collection, come to Friday's opening-day lecture by

Mark A. Roglán, d irector of The Meadows Museum in Dallas, at 6 :30

p .m. in the Frist's aud itorium.

Tucked  behind  the Alba show is an exhib ition of four films from Guido

van der Werve 's Nummers (Numbers) series. If you think four seems

like a  small number of works for an exhib ition, you might not be

familiar with the visually hypnotic but thematica lly heavy work of van der

Werve — there 's a  lot to take in. Of particular note is the "14" of the

exhib ition's title : "Nummer veertien, home" is a  2012 film that curator

Mark Scala  ca lls the artist's tour-de-force. "This nearly hourlong film,"

says Scala  in the exhib it's gallery guide, "combines van der Werve 's two

great passions: the music of Chop in and  endurance athletics,

specifica lly long-d istance and  Ironman triathlons." The film shows van

der Werve swimming, b iking and  running more than 1 ,703 kilometers

from Warsaw (the city near Chop in's b irthp lace of Zelazowa Wola,

Poland ) to Paris (where the composer d ied  at age 38). The Dutch artist

will be speaking about his work and  the tra jectory it's taken over the

past 15  years at noon on opening day at the Frist.

Both the House of Alba and  the van der Werve shows could  stand  a lone,

but having both at once underscores how valuab le it is to have multip le voices sharing multip le

perceptions of art —  neither is wrong, and  we're a ll better for being ab le to participate in the

conversation.
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R e :  R e :  Turner Classic Movies Plays '31 Days of
Oscar' This Month

Lubitsch's sole talkie drama, Broken Lullaby  (a.k.a. The Man

I Killed, 1932) is wor th seeking…
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R e :  R e :  Turner Classic Movies Plays '31 Days of
Oscar' This Month

Great list, Mark. Saw I AM A FUGITIVE not long ago, and it

really  holds…
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R e :  R e :  Star Trek: The Ultimate Voyage Docks at
TPAC Tonight

The Federation doesn't use money ... I bet you feel foolish

Ser ina Johnson. But let us…
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R e :  R e :  Turner Classic Movies Plays '31 Days of
Oscar' This Month

This week's TCM highlights (for  me): Wednesday

morning/afternoon's pre-Code Warner  tr iple feature: Five

Star  Final,…
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R e :  R e :  Turner Classic Movies Plays '31 Days of
Oscar' This Month

I <3 TCM.
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